
 

5. REQUEST FOR INCREASE IN HACKNEY CARRIAGE FARES 2014 AND AN 
ANNUAL TARIFF INCREASE BASED ON A PERCENTAGE FORMULA 

 
REPORT OF: Head of Housing, Environmental Health and Building Control 
Contact Officer: Alec Lee Licensing Officer 

Email: alec.lee@midsussex.gov.uk Tel: 01444 477076 
Wards Affected: All 
Key Decision No 
Report to: Licensing Committee 

12th March 2014 
 
 
Purpose of Report 
 
The purpose of the report is for the Licensing Committee to consider an application from the 
Mid Sussex Taxi Association for an increase in the Hackney Carriage fares, and to consider 
in principle the introduction of a formula, the detail of which would be agreed at a later date 
by Committee, for future annual tariff changes. 
 
Recommendations  
 
2 Members are recommended to: 
 

(i) Increase the Hackney Flag Tariff on 1st April by 20p with a reduction in 
yardage by 8 yards. 

(ii) Reduce the distance covered for 20p from 170 yard to 160 yards. 
(iii) Instruct the Taxi Licensing Officers in conjunction with Mid Sussex Taxi 

Association to develop a mechanism for setting fares in the future and report 
back to the Committee their proposal for adoption.  

___________________________________________________________________ 
 
Background  
 
3.0 The Mid Sussex Taxi Association has requested an increase in Hackney Carriage 

fares from 1st April 2014 on the grounds that since the last tariff increase there has 
been a general increase in the cost of living, fuel costs and maintenance costs, and 
the continued impact of the Private Hire fleet currently working in Mid Sussex. 
(Appendix 1) (Appendix 2) (Appendix 3)  The last change to the tariffs was agreed by 
the Licensing Committee on 6th March 2013 and included an increase in the tariff, an 
increase in the Fuel Surcharge start point and a discretionary Booking Fee. The 
Association has requested consideration being given to an automatic annual fare 
increase in the future based on an agreed formula in order to simplify the application 
process for both the council and the Taxi Association.    

 
3.1  The proposal is to: 

 Reduce the minimum fare (flag) distance from 338 yards to 330 yards. 

 Increasing the flag fare by 20p. 

 Reduce the distance travelled for every 20p from 170 yards to 160 yards. 

 Waiting time to be retained at 20p for 40 seconds, this equates to £18 per 
hour.   

 
3.2 The current tariff is shown as Appendix 4, and the proposed tariff is shown as 

Appendix 5. 
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3.3 Currently the Taxi fares for Brighton and Hove, Crawley and Horsham are very 
similar to Mid Sussex Fares with a 1 mile fare of between £4:20p and £4:30p. . 
According to the Table published in the February edition of Taxi and Private Hire 
Monthly, Mid Sussex was placed 23rd out of 364 local authorities with Adur, Brighton 
and Hove and Crawley in higher positions. Other neighbouring areas such as 
Wealden, Arun, Horsham, Lewes and Hastings are ranked below Mid Sussex  

 
Policy Context 
 
4 By virtue of the Town Police Clauses Act 1847, The Local Government 

(Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976 and the Transport Act 1985 the Council is 
required to administer and enforce the activities of Hackney Carriages throughout the 
district. 

 
Financial Implications 
 
5 Amendments to the Hackney Carriage tariffs cost the Council approximately £900 for 

advertising the changes in the local newspapers. This cost is met within the existing 
budget. 

 
Risk Management Implications 
 
6 The proposed changes will be advertised so that members of the public will be given 

ample opportunity to submit objections prior to implementation. All representations 
will be considered and will be reported to the committee as necessary. 

 
Equality and Customer Service Implications 
 
7 The fare increase is likely to affect users on low income but the fares are the 

maximum cost a driver can charge. All users can negotiate their fares or shop around 
for an alternative transport provider e.g. private hire operator or public transport. 

 
Other Material Implications 
 
8 None 
 
Background Papers 
 
9 None
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